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Dinner Money Policy
Our vision, rooted in the words of Jesus (Matthew 19:14), “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these,” is to provide a safe, happy and caring environment where all pupils are nurtured and valued within a Christian ethos.
To achieve our vision we:

· provide inspirational and enjoyable learning experiences through a curriculum that is broad, balanced and based on the needs of our children
· work hard to reach our full potential
· share each other’s success
· promote a sense of belonging to our school, local and Church community
· foster high self-esteem and nurture high aspirations
· ensure pupils become more confident independent learners
· provide a safe, warm and welcoming Christian environment within which everyone feels valued and respected
· develop spirituality, a moral ethos and an appreciation for Christian values
· enable everyone to grow and blossom into responsible and successful citizens through the firm Christian foundations we provide and an appreciation of national and global communities.
We are a strong team of proud pupils, parents, staff, governors, the Church and the local community. 
Our Christian faith gives rise to our service to God and to the community.  Our core principles are friendship, forgiveness, hope, trust and courage.  These give rise to justice, wisdom and thankfulness.
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Dinner Money Policy 

Christ Church CE Academy operates a strict NO DEBT policy relating to paid meals taken at school.
If debts were to be incurred, then the school budget would have to pay for them.  This means that money which should be spent on the children’s education would be used to pay for debts incurred by parents.  Every parent will agree that this is unacceptable and we request that all parents give this policy their full support.  

Key Stage 2 (Children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6)

Parents are responsible for providing a lunch for their child(ren), this may be in the form of a paid meal, application of a free meal entitlement or a packed lunch from home.   The Academy reserves the right to request advice and assistance from the Education Welfare Officers or in extreme cases Children’s Services if parents/carers are not carrying out their responsibility of care by not providing food for their child at lunchtime.

If parents believe that their children may qualify for entitlement to free school meals then please apply on line to the Local Authority https://my.kirklees.gov.uk/service/Schools_and_education___Apply_for_free_school_meals.  It is important that this is done without delay as the local authority will not back date claims.  This means that dinner money is payable to the Academy and until the Academy is notified otherwise by the Local Authority.  Parents needing help with the process of applying for free school meals should speak to the school office.
Meal Payments 

Christ Church CE Academy is a cashless school and so parents will be required to set up a Parentpay account in order to be able to pay for school meals.  Login details and information on how to access the Parentpay system are available from the school office.
Parents must pay for school meals in advance on a Monday morning each week or if they wish, may pay up to a term in advance if more convenient.  If parents do not pay for a meal in advance then their child(ren) will not be provided with a lunch.

If a parent genuinely forgets to pay in advance, the school may grant an exception debt allowance of 1 meal.  However, this debt must be paid next day (before 9.00 am) and future meals must be paid in advance.  If the debt is not cleared (by 9.00 am) parents must either provide a packed lunch or take the child home for lunch.  In a case where a debt payment is not received nor a packed lunch provided, the Advanced Business Support Officer will phone the parent to ask them to pay for a school meal via Parentpay or inform them they must bring their child a packed lunch or take them home for lunch. If a child genuinely forgets to bring a packed lunch and it is not possible for the parent to bring one into school, the school may grant a debt allowance of 1 meal.  However, this debt must be paid next day (by 9.00 am).

If payment of the debts detailed above are not received by the next day and a reasonable arrangement to clear the debt cannot be made, the Head of School reserves the right to begin legal proceedings to recover the debt.  

If a child is absent, the dinner money is credited for the following week.
Universal Infant Free School Meals 
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 (Key Stage 1) are entitled to receive a Universal Infant Free School Meal.

Even though a child is entitled to receive a universal infant free school meal, parents/carers who receive benefits are asked to also register on the above free school meals website with Kirklees Council.  This will ensure that their details are included in the information that is used to calculate Pupil Premium Funding which schools receive as part of their funding.

Meal Arrangements

Pupils should opt at the beginning of each year (September) as to whether they wish to have a school meal or a packed lunch from home.

Should a pupil wish to change these arrangements, parents should notify either verbally or in writing their wishes to the Academy office.

Changes should be notified at the beginning of a half-term wherever possible.  However, a minimum of two weeks notice is required for any change, this is specified as kitchen orders are processed in advance and accurate numbers are required for ordering.

Menus are available to view on the academy website.
If you have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact school.

Please complete the form below and return it to the Academy office if you wish your child to have a school dinner.  Please remember to let the office know if you wish to change to a different lunch arrangement.

(-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Christ Church CE Academy

Dinner Money Policy and Dinner Arrangements/Payments

Child’s Name …………………………………….…Class ……………

I confirm that my child’s lunch arrangements are:  

School Meal / Free School Meal / Packed Lunch  - Please delete as necessary

Signed ………………………………………………Date ……………..
Parent/Carers Name 
………………………………………………………………………
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