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History Policy

Curriculum Intent
At Christ Church CE Academy, we recognise that History should help pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.
 
As an area of learning, History develops children’s understanding of the world around them and allows them to reflect on their own heritage and the cultures of others. The flexibly of the subject allows for differentiation to ensure that lessons are inclusive and accessible for all, for example most of the lessons are not heavily focused on writing but rather conceptional understanding through different mediums.  
 
We ensure that the children can link historical periods through the use of substantive concepts. Each unit of work has draws focus onto at least one of the following concepts; technological advancements, hierarchy and power, civilisation, settlement, trade. These provide children with common themes to allow them to develop comparison skills. 

Curriculum Content
The National Curriculum for History outlines that children should gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. The curriculum has been mapped out to ensure that it is taught in a chronological sequence to develop children’s coherence of events in time. This includes a variety of ancient civilisations from around the world, such as the Ancient Greeks, and also balanced with a focus on British and local history. 
 
Vocabulary is taught in every history lesson to allow children to articulate, debate and question their understanding. The overarching vocabulary taught in each lesson is non-topic specific to ensure that children can apply the language they learn to future learning.

Furthermore, at the start and end of every lesson, there is a reflect and connect section. This allows children to build upon the knowledge they have learnt in the previous lesson, term or academic year. 
 

Curriculum Implementation
At Christ Church CE Academy, history is taught once a week on a half-termly rotation with Geography. Some children with SEND access history through specialist provision in Rainbows rather than in the main class. In Early Years, children access history through provision and guided tasks from the teacher based on their half-termly overarching theme, such as now and then jobs. 

We have consulted with other history specialists within the trust to write a history curriculum. This has been implemented since September 2024. 
 
The chronological and conceptual focus on the subject ensures learning is revisited and built upon. Disciplinary knowledge is highlighted to teachers in all planning documents to ensure that children are developing their skills as historians. 

This table shows the time periods and substantive concepts focussed upon in each unit. 
	History LTP & Overview


	Substantive Concepts
Technological Advancements – how technology changed over time
Hierarchy & Power – political or social authority or control
Civilisation – society, culture and way of life
Settlement – Establishing a community where people live
Trade-   
	Disciplinary Concepts
Cause and consequences            Similarities & differences
Historical significance               Historical interpretation
Change & continuity          Sources & evidence
Chronological awareness

	Nursery
	Autumn 
Me and My Family
	Spring 
Travel
	Summer
Celebrations

	Reception
	Autumn 
My Family and Community
	Spring
Now and Then-Jobs (Farming)
	Summer
Changing & Growing (timeline)

	Year 1
	Autumn 
The Royal Family
Hierarchy & Power
	Spring 
Travel & Transport
Technological Advancements
	Summer 
Nurturing Nurses (Florence Nightingale & Mary Seacole)
Civilisation

	Year 2
	Autumn 
The Great Fire of London
Settlement
Technological Advancements

	Spring 
Castle Hill
Settlement
Hierarchy & Power
	Summer 
Fighting Injustice (Rosa Parks & Malala Yousafzai)
Civilisation
Hierarchy & Power

	Year 3
	Autumn 
Pre-historic Britain (Part 1: Stone Age)
Settlement
Civilisation
Technological Advancements
	Spring 
Pre-historic Britain (Part 2: Bronze Age to Iron Age)
Settlement
Civilisation
Technological Advancements

	Summer 
Ancient Egyptians
Settlement
Civilisation
Hierarchy & Power
Trade

	Year 4
	Autumn 
At the Coalface (Local History- Victorian Era)
Settlement
Civilisation
Technological Advancements
	Spring 
Ancient Greece
Civilisation
Hierarchy & Power
Trade
	Summer 
Roman Britain
Civilisation
Trade
Technological Advancements
Hierarchy & Power

	Year 5
	Autumn 
The Industrial Revolution
Settlement
Civilisation
Trade
Technological Advancements
	Spring 
Anglo-Saxons
Settlement
Civilisation
Hierarchy & Power

	Summer 
Vikings
Settlement
Trade
Technological Advancements
Hierarchy & Power


	Year 6 
	Autumn 
WW2 
Settlement
Hierarchy & Power
Civilisation
Technological Advancements
	
	Summer
Islamic Civilisations
Settlement
Civilisation
Trade
Technological Advancements





[bookmark: _GoBack]Curriculum Impact
Pupil voice has demonstrated that children are able to recall key facts and explain links between time periods using the substantive concepts. They are all able to refer to the knowledge organisers at the start of each unit to support their discussion of the topic. They express that they enjoy history and they are proud of their work. Children have become far more confident when speaking about history. 
Staff demonstrate strong subject knowledge in lessons and make adaptations to their lessons to ensure that all are able to access their learning. Work in books demonstrates high expectations overall and a range of activities used to record learning. 

Assessment Information
Teachers use formative assessment in all lessons through targeted questioning and live marking. They will also use the reflect and connect sessions at the start and end of each lesson to establish pupil understanding. 

The history leader has provided teachers with impact indicator questions as a more direct way of establishing pupil undertaught. Teachers may refer, or directly use, these questions to quiz the knowledge children have retained. The attainment of each child is recorded on a school-wide assessment proforma at the end of each half-term of history. Teachers will identify barriers to learning and areas for revisiting where children have knowledge gaps. 
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